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Panel Topics

Your Teen Area as Their Third Space: Creating a Place Cool Enough to 

Call Their Own
Michele Gorman, Teen Services Coordinator for the Public Library of Charlotte & 

Mecklenburg County (NC) 

Teen 2.0: Using New Technologies to Tap Into Teens
Jen Maney, Manager of Virtual Library, Pima County Public Library, Tucson (AZ) 

An Online Oasis for Teens at Maricopa County Library District
Christine Pearson, Web Designer/Developer, Fountain Hills Library Branch 

Manager, Maricopa County Library District (AZ) 

The Intersection of Gaming and Libraries: Where Are We, Where Are 

We Going?
Scott Nicholson, Associate Professor, School of Information Studies at Syracuse 

University

Moderator: Bill Schickling, Polaris Library Systems President and CEO
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Why do teen 

spaces in 

libraries matter?



Teen spaces in libraries help:

ÅBuild community

ÅIncrease use of the libraryõs collection

ÅAttract new users 

ÅConvince current users to use the library differently

ÅIncrease youth involvement opportunities

ÅSupport healthy youth development

ÅAct as a òThird Spaceó for teens
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40 Developmental Assets ®:
The Search Institute's 40 Developmental 

Assets® are concrete, common sense, positive 
experiences and qualities essential to raising 

successful young people.

These assets have the 

power during critical 
adolescent years to 

influence choices young 
people make and help 

them become caring, 

responsible adults.
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